FOR the first time since the original publication of this book in 1929, dermatology is dealt with alone; and a book dealing with venereal diseases will soon be published as a separate volume.
This book, published in January, 1946, has been fully revised up to that date. The dermatitiseczema complex is well set out and should prove helpful to the student in obtaining a clear conception of this common skin reaction. The newer treatments for the coccal and parasitic infections are included.
If criticism of this excellent book were to be offered, it would be that for the student and general practitioner it is much too comprehensive. Many very rare diseases are mentioned-some admittedly in small print-but in view of the minor part which is unfortunately allocated to dermatology in most final examinations, it might safely be reduced to include only the really common skin diseases. Of necessity, too, presumably on account of the price of the book, only seven figures are included; but it is a pity that such a pictorial subject as dermatology should have to be dealt with in book form without the aid of illustrations.
R. H.
SURGERY OF THE HAND. By R. M. Handfield-Jones, M.C., M.S., F.R.C.S. Pp. 164. 20s.
To all those in the profession who treat infections and injuries of the hand, this book will provide a valuable addition to their library. Based as it is on the well-known treatise of Kanavel, anatomy receives its due recognition. In dealing with infections, it is stated that the presence of pus and its exact anatomical location must be known before accurate treatment can be carried out. Stress is laid upon general anaesthesia and an air-compression tourniquet to give a bloodless operation field. Indications for penicillin therapy are outlined. The author's twelve Principles in dealing with infections of the hand are indeed classical. One can only say that if they were followed in every case, then dysfunction and disability of the hand and fingers would be a very much rarer phenomenon than it is at present. Fractures, foreign bodies, amputations, and burns are also dealt with adequately. In connection with burns, early skin grafting is advocated. There is a short account of congenital and acquired defects and of tumours. The main value of the book, however, is in its treatment of infections, which is as the author intended.
I have nothing but praise for this well-written and fully illustrated volume. It is the production of a man who has made a special study of the restoration of function of the hand and fingers. I can recommend its perusal to all those who wield the scalpel on nature's most complex mechanism in this industrial and compensation-conscious age.
E THIS book is aptly described as a study in social padiatrics. It is to a large extent historical, and deals with the evolution of those special needs of childhood, from the days when neither their health nor their education were the concern of any, through the period of exploitation of child labour in mines, mills, and the chimneys, up to the present day. Considerable space is devoted to the care of the child in war-time. The legislation dealing specially with child and adolescent welfare is fully discussed. The book is excellently illustrated throughout. Mr. Winston Churchill's famous words, "It is only from the past that one can judge the
